Ribbons are to the fashion world what spices are
to cuisine. They offer endless choices for color, pattern, and style, providing many ways to accessorize
a wardrobe. Use ribbons to make headbands or
barrettes for your hair. String ribbons with beads
to make distinctive necklaces and bracelets. Need
a new belt? Make one from ribbon. You can even
transform your shoes with ribbon accents. Wherever you want a little extra pizzazz, create something special with ribbon.
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Ribbon-wrapped mirror

Tiered Bow

Use 14" (35.6 cm) lengths of
a variety of pink and green
ribbons to make this girly ribbonwrapped mirror. Almost any type
of ribbon can be used for this
project—satin, sheer, grosgrain,
taffeta, and wire edge—ranging
in widths from 3⁄8" to 1½"
(9 to 39 mm). Tie each length
around a round 9" × 1¼" × ¾"
(22.9 × 3.2 × 1.9 cm) foam wreath
form. Knot the ribbons at the
outside edge of the form, and cut
the ribbon ends into a V to create
a festive ruffle detail. Add a small
ribbon loop hanger to the back of
the form, and glue a 7" (17.8 cm)
round mirror to the center back.

The tiered bow is another easy
bow that has no loops. Layering
three different widths of ribbon
on top of each other creates the
tiered effect. This bow is effective
on a variety of decorating or giftwrapping projects.

You Will Need
• 6" to 8" (15 to 20 cm) of
three ribbons in different
widths up to 3" (77 mm)
• 12" (30.5 cm) additional
length of the narrowest ribbon

1 Cut the widest ribbon the longest,
the medium-width ribbon a little shorter
than the widest, and the narrowest
ribbon a little shorter than the medium
ribbon. Notch the ends of each ribbon
length into a point. Stack the ribbons
on top of each other from widest
to narrowest.
2 Center the remaining length of
narrow ribbon over the middle of the
stacked ribbons and tie the ends into a
square knot (right over left and left over
right) at the back of the widest ribbon.
1
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3 Trim and conceal the ribbon tails.
Or, use the tails to tie the tiered bow to
your project.

Variation
The tiered bow can be made with the
ends of the ribbon cut into an inverted
V. The ends of the center tying ribbon
can hang down as streamers.

2
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S h o e st r i n g B o w

Variation

This classic hand-tied bow is

A shoestring bow can also be tied on top of a starting knot, as you might do when tying apron strings or tying a
ribbon around a pony tail.

made the way some people
learn to tie their shoelaces—by

1 To make the starting knot, bring the
right side of the ribbon over the left then
to the back and up. Pull to tighten. This
will look like the first half of a square
knot (right over left).

making two loops and tying them
together. Shoestring bows can
be tied quickly and are a good

4

3

5

2 To form the bow, make a loop with
the right-side ribbon. (The ribbon will
come from the bottom of the knot.)

choice when you need to make

3 Take the left-side ribbon (coming
from the top of the knot) around to the
front of the loop.

lots of bows for party favors or
cards. When made with wider

4 Then form a loop and place it
behind the first loop.

satin or grosgrain ribbon, this
simple bow can be worn in the

5 The loops of the completed bow
will lie straight across if you remember
to begin tying the bow with the
ribbon coming from the bottom of the
starting knot.

hair or tied around the handles
of a gift bag or basket.
1

3

You Will Need

The single-loop bow is another variation
of the shoestring bow.

• 15" (38 cm) of ⁄8"
(15 mm) ribbon
5

1

1 Begin with the starting knot as
above and make a loop with the ribbon
coming from the bottom of the knot.

1 Form two equal loops in the ribbon,
one on each side of the center. Hold one
in each hand, with the loops upward
and the tails down.
2 Cross the right loop over the left
loop, creating a circle in the ribbon
below the loops.

2

2 Take the ribbon coming from the top
of the knot around the front of the loop
and slip it behind the loop.
2

3 Wrap the right loop behind the left
loop, through the lower circle, and back
to the front. Allow the tail of the right
side to flip over the bow center.

4

3 Pull the ends and this will form a
bow with only one loop. A single-loop
bow looks casually elegant when tied on
a small nosegay of flowers.

2

4 Pull the loops in opposite directions
to form the bow. Pull on the tails to
adjust the bow until the loops are even,
the tails are equal in length, and the
neck is neat.
34
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F o u r - L o o p B o w w i t h C e nt e r L o o p
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Similar to the two-loop bow with a center, this
bow simply has another loop on each side.
It has enough presence to be used alone to
embellish a gift that is too difficult to wrap.
Made from velvet or double-faced satin ribbon,
this bow would make a lovely hair adornment
for a young girl on a special occasion. In wireedge ribbon, the four-loop bow with a center
would be a festive addition to a holiday wreath.
The size of the loops should be in scale to the
ribbon width. The bow shown is made from 1½"
(39 mm) wire-edge ribbon and the loops are
3½" (9 cm) long.
Variations
You Will Need
• 1 or 2 yd (0.9 to 1.8 m) ribbon, 7⁄8" to 3"
(23 to 77 mm) wide

1 Cut a 9" (23 cm) length of wire, and
set it aside. Pick up the ribbon about 8"
(20.3 cm) from the end, with the right
side facing you. Gather the ribbon and
pinch it tightly between the thumb and
index finger, with the fingers pointing
up, leaving the tail hanging to the right
and the working end of the ribbon to
the left.
2 With the working end of the ribbon,
form a loop of the desired size. Gather
the ribbon at the base of the loop, slip it
under the first layer, and hold the layers
together. You will have a tail on the right
and one loop on the left.
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3 With the working end of the ribbon,
form a loop of the same size on the
right. Pinch the ribbon together at the
base of the second loop, slip it under
your thumb under the other layers, and
hold the layers together.
4 Repeat steps 2 and 3 to make two
more loops alongside the first two loops.
5 If the ribbon is double-faced, wrap
the working end around your thumb
and through the hole between your
thumb and index finger, forming a small
center loop. Slip the base of the center
loop under your thumb over the other
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layers, and hold the layers together. If
the ribbon is single-faced, twist it once
before forming the center loop, so the
right side faces out.
6 Insert the wire through the center
loop from top to bottom. Slip the wire
under your thumb, between the ribbon
tails. Tightly twist the wire to secure.
Leave the wire ends long for attaching
the bow, or cut them short.

The four-loop bow can be made
without the center loop, and the
neck of the bow can be decorated
with beads, flowers, or other
accents. Turn a four-loop bow into
a butterfly by forming four loops
without tails from 1½" (39 mm)
ribbon. Make the upper loops
slightly larger than the lower loops.
Wire the loops together with tails
made from narrower wire-edge
ribbon. String three beads onto
decorative wire. Keeping the
beads at the front of the bow, wrap
the wire around the center, and
twist to secure. Use round-nose
pliers to curl the ends of the wires
into antennae.

7 Trim the bow tails diagonally to
the desired length. Adjust the loops
and tails.
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